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We as Secular Franciscans are committed to seeking and promoting a closer relationship with God for ourselves and others by living the Gospel of 
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July the Month of the Precious 
Blood of Jesus  

 July Gathering will be July 17th at 1:00 
in the Parish Center. Matt Johansen will 
lead. 

Council Meeting: The next Council meeting will be on 
Wednesday August 15th at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish 
Center.  

Gospel Sharing: Joan Dahle  
 
Ongoing Formation: Read chapter 10 in “To Live as 
Francis Lived.”. Kyle will lead. 
 
Feast of St. Clare: Will be held on August 10th at 
6:30 p.m. at Sacred Heart Church.  
 
Annual Picnic:  August 23rd at Loon Lake Park. 
A sign-up sheet will be passed at the July 
meeting.  Picnic will start at noon. 
  

Looking Back/Looking Forward 
Bonnie Johnson, ofs , Prism Editor 

 

Many would say that it 
is not good to look 
backward.  I disagree.  I 
believe that there are 
times we need to look 
back to be sure we are 
still going forward on the 

right path.  In today’s world especially 
looking back at the world we grew up in gives 
us a clear view of where we need to go, to 
discover what is missing. 

Jesus gave the apostles the ability to perform 
miracles and healing.  That was common in 
the early days of the church.  It made the 
teachings of the apostles more believable. As 
the church grew the actions of the believers 
were what brought more conversions.   

The importance of this lesson is sometimes we 
miss the excitement and fervor that we had 
in the beginning of our journey. We miss the 
deep feelings of Jesus presence when we were 
at a retreat or when we served meals to the 
poor in Waseca and at Sharing and Caring 
Hands.  But God wants us to do these things 
not because they feel good but out of a pure 
love for Him, that allows us to grow stronger 
and closer to Him.    

“The gift of vocation is a call to be used; to be 
an instrument to bring others to God.” (Marie 
Amore, OFS, Vocation God’s Call)  “God calls 
for a certain purpose and furnishes the means 
to reach it.  It is the answer of the person that 
either fulfills or does not fulfill the will of Him 
who calls.” (Emerenziana Rossato OFS) 

My hope is that we may now look forward to 
working on our Apostolates Committee again 
and find ways of reaching out to serve others 
again…not just donations but being visible in 
our outreach, doing it out of pure love. In 
doing so we strengthen our faith and glorify 
Our God and hopefully bring others to His fold 
as true disciples. 



 

 
Prayer Praising Creation 

Submitted by Jenise Seewald, ofs 

 
I walk with beauty before me, 
I walk with beauty behind me, 
I walk with beauty below me, 
I walk with beauty above me, 

I walk with beauty all around me. 
 

Written by a Navajo Indian  
(Who apparently had St. Francis’ Love of 

Creation) 
Photo  of Lake Atitlan, Guatemala.  

Courtesy of Photographer, Mark Harpur 
 

Feast of the Martyrs in China 

On July 8 and 9 the Franciscan family honors the 
memory of a group of 25 Franciscans, both 

European missionary friars and sisters and native 
Secular Franciscans, who were martyred in Shanxi 
province, China, this day in 1900 during the Boxer 
Rebellion.  

As has often been the case, Western missionaries 
who had come to a foreign country to bring the 
Gospel to native peoples became caught in the 
crossfire of wider political currents.  A fanatical 
group known as the as "Boxers,”  (so named 
because of their raised fist) began forming with 
the goal of eliminating all foreign influence in the 
country. The Empress Dowager Cixi seized control 
of the government with the support of the 
"Boxers" and in June 1900 declared war on the 
Western powers and Japan.  

Italian Franciscan friar missionaries had begun 
working in Shanxi province in the 18th century, 
but with greater toleration of Christianity since 
the 1840s, they had expanded their presence. The 
friars had maintained a mission around the city of 
Taiyuan for over 30 years. The Bishop of Northern 

Shanxi, Gregory Grassi, 
OFM, was based in the 
city, where the friars 
conducted a seminary 
to train a native 
Chinese clergy. There 
was also an orphanage, 
staffed by seven young 
Franciscan Missionaries 
of Mary, who had 
arrived only the year 
before, headed by Sr. 
Marie-Hermine de 
Jésus. 

When war was declared 
in June 1900, pressure 

rose against Christians. On July 1, the governor of 
Shanxi, Yuxian, issued a harsh edict calling on 
Chinese Christians to apostatize. On the 
afternoon of July 5, Boxer mobs raided the 
Taiyuan mission and apprehended 5 friars, the 7 
sisters, as well as 11 Chinese Secular Franciscans, 
of whom 6 were seminarians, the others lay 
employees at the mission, as well as 3 other lay 
employees. They all were brutally executed 
several days later. A number of Protestant 
missionaries and their families, including 
children, were also massacred at the same time.  

Also, three other Italian friar missionaries were 
killed in Hunan province several days earlier.  

 



Feast of the Martyrs in China cont. 
Over the course of the summer, well over 2,000 
Chinese Christians were killed in the province of 
Shanxi. But Christianity could not be crushed – 
and 25 years later several hundred Franciscan 
missionaries were working actively in China with 
great effect. This group of Franciscans martyrs of 
Shanxi were beatified in 1946 and canonized as 
saints in 2000 together with a large group of other 
Chinese martyrs. The traditional feast day of the 
Franciscan martyrs is July 8, but in some places, 
they are now remembered with the larger group 
celebrated in the Roman calendar on July 9.  
http://www.franciscantradition.org	

 
Let us Pray 

	
	

Lord, remove the self-satisfaction of our 
contentedness and embed in us the need 
to do more. 
 
Give us the grace to nurture the seeds 
you have planted. 
 
Teach us to lead through prayer, caring 
actions, and gentle words, even to those 
who do not yet realize they need help to 
move from the darkness to the light. 
 
Give us the wisdom to understand the 
pain you feel in a lost soul 
 
Give us the courage to face our own 
shortcomings and to step forward to be 
publicly counted as one of your sheep. 
Amen. 
 

Vocation,   
         Charism  
              and Mission of the SFO 

 

Article 24: To foster communion among 
members, the council should organize regular 
and frequent meetings of the community as 
well as meeting with other Franciscan groups, 
especially with youth groups.  They should 
adopt appropriate means for growth in 
Franciscan ecclesial life and encourage 
everyone to a life in fraternity.   
 
Example: “They came to Jesus and saw the 
demoniac sitting there, clothed and in his full 
senses…As he (Jesus) was getting into the boat 
the man who had been possessed with demons 
begged to be allowed to stay with Him. He 
(Jesus) would not let him but said ”Go home to 
your people and tell them all that the Lord has 
done for you and how He has had mercy on 
you.”  (Mark 5: 18-20) This is a typical secular 
vocation: to remain in the world and proclaim 
God’s good news.    (For Up to Now Manual – 
Vocation Charism and Mission pg. 7 of 20 ) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
	
 
 
	
 
 
	
	
	


